YourDNP.com  |  Literature Search & Screening Tracker  |  Completed Example
YourDNP.com  |  Literature Search & Screening Tracker  |  Completed Example
YourDNP.com  |  Literature Search & Screening Tracker  |  Completed Example
[image: ]
Literature Search Strategy & Screening Tracker
COMPLETED EXAMPLE
Preserve a reproducible search and screening audit trail from database retrieval through the final evidence set.
	Hypertension literature-search example. Search syntax is educational; all result counts, screening totals, and exclusion counts are fictional.



	Student / Project Lead
	YourDNP.com

	Course / Project
	Educational Example

	Faculty / Mentor
	Example Faculty / Mentor

	Date started
	August 2026



1. Review Scope
	Focused question
	In adults with uncontrolled hypertension receiving primary care, does self-measured home BP monitoring with structured clinician follow-up improve systolic BP compared with usual care?

	Eligibility summary
	Adult outpatient/primary-care evidence evaluating home or self-measured BP linked to management support and reporting interpretable BP outcomes.

	Exclusion summary
	Pediatric, pregnancy-only, inpatient-only, device-accuracy-only, and sources without relevant management outcomes.

	Review/reporting expectation
	Course evidence review. PRISMA concepts are used to organize transparent counts, not to label this work a systematic review.



2. Search Record
	Database / Source
	Date
	Exact Strategy or Saved Location
	Limits
	Results
	Export / Notes

	PubMed
	8/10/2026
	Saved verbatim in project search file; hypertension + home/self-measured BP + clinical support concepts.
	Adults; humans
	428 fictional
	Exported citations; MeSH and keywords retained.

	CINAHL
	8/10/2026
	Saved verbatim in project search file; subject headings and keywords documented.
	Adults
	311 fictional
	RIS export; subject headings retained.

	Scopus
	8/10/2026
	Saved verbatim in project search file; title/abstract/key terms documented.
	None
	522 fictional
	Citation export; forward citation check planned.



	Search Record
Retain the exact strategy as run in each source outside the database interface. PRISMA-S emphasizes transparent reporting of information sources and search strategies for reproducibility (Rethlefsen et al., 2021).



3. Deduplication & Screening Counts
	Records identified
	1,273 total records: 1,261 database records + 12 from other methods (fictional).

	Duplicates removed
	386 (fictional).

	Title/abstract screened
	887 (fictional).

	Full-text reports assessed
	52 (fictional).

	Reports included / unique studies
	14 reports representing 12 unique studies (fictional).



4. Full-Text Exclusion Log
	Citation / ID
	Reason Category
	Specific Reason / Decision Note

	Example A
	Population
	Pregnancy-only population; prespecified exclusion.

	Example B
	Intervention
	Device agreement study without management intervention or outcome.

	Example C
	Outcome
	No clinically interpretable BP outcome reported.



5. Search Update & Audit Trail
	Last update
	August 10, 2026.

	Material revisions
	Added the phrase “self-measured blood pressure” after checking terminology in key papers; revision documented before rerun.

	Other discovery methods
	Backward/forward citation checks of key reviews; 12 additional records screened (fictional).

	Files retained
	Exact search strategies, exports, deduplication record, screening log, exclusion log, and included-source list.



	PRISMA Use
PRISMA 2020 is a reporting guideline for systematic reviews. A course or DNP evidence review can borrow transparent flow concepts without claiming to be a systematic review unless its methods actually meet that standard (Page et al., 2021).



References
Page, M. J., McKenzie, J. E., Bossuyt, P. M., Boutron, I., Hoffmann, T. C., Mulrow, C. D., Shamseer, L., Tetzlaff, J. M., Akl, E. A., Brennan, S. E., Chou, R., Glanville, J., Grimshaw, J. M., Hróbjartsson, A., Lalu, M. M., Li, T., Loder, E. W., Mayo-Wilson, E., McDonald, S., ... Moher, D. (2021). The PRISMA 2020 statement: An updated guideline for reporting systematic reviews. BMJ, 372, n71. https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.n71
Rethlefsen, M. L., Kirtley, S., Waffenschmidt, S., Ayala, A. P., Moher, D., Page, M. J., Koffel, J. B., & PRISMA-S Group. (2021). PRISMA-S: An extension to the PRISMA statement for reporting literature searches in systematic reviews. Systematic Reviews, 10(1), 39. https://doi.org/10.1186/s13643-020-01542-z
© 2026 YourDNP.com. Free for personal and educational use. May be adapted for individual coursework or clinical learning. Not for resale or commercial redistribution.
Version 1.0 | August 2026
Free educational resource from YourDNP.com  •  Verify requirements with your course rubric, faculty, and practice site.
Free educational resource from YourDNP.com  •  Verify requirements with your course rubric, faculty, and practice site.
Free educational resource from YourDNP.com  •  Verify requirements with your course rubric, faculty, and practice site.
image1.png
~<—YourDNP.com—=-




